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From Major General Sroanr t to L rd Macaxruey. | 


Lower Groſvenor dad: Jan. ou: 1786.—Tueſday Addon, 


| „ ee STUART takes the earlieſt opportunity in his power to 


Extra? from M. C. In s Petition to the King, Jated July 26th, 178 . 


| c quainted with the contents of the Minutes of the Preſident of the Select 


ce take the very firſt opportunity of declaring to Lord Macartney, the Fre- 
« ſident of that Committee, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt unequivocal terms, 


c 


A 


2 ce tions thus aimed at the Petitioner's character and conduct; and the 


c 


La) 


* 


6 


ill-founded and unexpected attacks, but likewiſe ſhew the grounds on 


oy 
* 

N 

A 


A true extract, in my « own hand writing. BEL F462 
| (Signed) © JAM, STUART. 


* * 
4 d 


communicate to Lord Macartney an extract from the Petition on his 
part, laid before his Majeſty, and to acquaint Lord M. that the whole of 
8 chunk Petition may de ſeen at Lord Syllney s Office, 5 at the India Houſe, - 


PT © (the Petitioner) begs leave, however, in juſtice to himſelf, only : 
« to obſerve in point of fact, That while in India, and when made ac- 


„ Committee, which contained the Charges againſt him, he never failed to 


both verbally and in writing, the injuſtice and falſehood of the imputa- 7 


N « Minutes on the Petitioner's part, in anſwer to thoſe of the Preſident, 
and addreſſed to him perſonally, not only expreſs the indignation at ſuch 


«© which he conſidered himſelf authorized to apply the terms of Hjuſtice 
CE <> and Falſebood to the Charges which the Preſident had en againſt bin 5 


* 


fa ) 
From Lord Meurer to Major General Srvanr. | 


| Charles Street, Berkeley Square, . 1th, 1786. 


on. MACARTNEY has Heckred the note which Major General Stuart 1 


has thought proper to ſend: to him, intimating his having laid a 


Petition before his. Majeſty, and quoting a paſſage from it; adding, that 


the whole may. be ſeen. at Lord Sydney's. Office, or at the Inks Houſe. —. 


As far as any ſuch. Petition may convey the wiſhes. of Major General Stuart 


reſpecting himſelf, Lord Macartney has no, concern, and takes no part in; 
the event of it, nd can therefore have no occaſion. to inſpect it; and as. 


to any cenſure it may inſinuate or expreſs of Lord Macartney's. conduct in: 
the adminiſtration of the government that had been entruſted to his charge, 
thoſe perſons to whom he is accountable for his public conduct, if any ſuch: 
there be, who entertain a doubt of it, will ever find him ready to explain, 
it to their ſatisfaction: but he is, and has long been, reſigned to the con- 


ſequences of having fulfilled the duties of his ſtation, and to be expoſed to. 


the contradiction and oppoſition. of thoſe individuals whoſe miſconduct he- 
was, in his official capacity, obliged to take notice. He has, however, no. 
appr prehenſion that his character will be affected, or the juſtice and truth of 
Minutes adopted by the Select Committee of Fort St. George concerning: 
Major General Stuart, be leſs manifeſt by the General's denial of the Charges. 
againſt him, which fact and the records juſtify, and require not to be ſup- 
ported by any other means; but if Major General Stuart has any drift not: 
expteſt in the meer conveyance of his contradiction. to. thaſe Minutes, he 
is deſired to make it known, in direct terms, through. any gentleman by. 


whom he may chuſe to -convey it to. Lord Macartney, who will take no; 
notice: of communications in oy other manner from. Major a Stuart. 


0 a. 


From Major General 8rua ART to Lord Macaxry NBYz. 


Lower as e 3 Rs — ; 


M- 6 GENERAL Senne has received Lord Macartney's. note of the 
| ith, the latter part of which needs only to be noticed at preſent. —He- 
muſt for once acknowledge himſelf under obligations to his Lordſhip, for 
having brought matters between them ſo preciſely to a point, and for 
having underſtood. lo properly the: KIA of the intimation ks he: received. 


from G. S. s note. 


1 | { „„ 5 That, 


r Tee —˙ ⅛»i!ͤ ² wòw . ] ⁰ EEE 


try 


- Thar there may be ud o ambiguity, however, an the rift of that incl. 
mation, M. G. S. thinks it proper to deelare, that one objet? of it was, to 
take the firſt opportunity of communicating to Lord Macartney, the peti- 
tion which he (G. S.) had preſented to his Majeſty, and the terms in which 
he had expreſſed himſelf with regard to his Lordſhip in that petition, think- 
ing it would have been unſuitable on his part to make uſe of any terms with 


regard to Lord Macartney. in his abſence, which he was not * ready l 
to direct to him when preſent. 


The other objef was, that Lord 8 8 "hy Py in England, 
might be aſcertained, that General Stuart's ſenſe of the atrocious injuries 
and injuſtice he had received from his Lordſhip was by no means abated by 
the diſtance of time or place, and that Lord Macartney 1 from * 
perceive the inevitable conſequences of hat had happened. 


General Stuart is happy to find that theſe conſequences hls occurred to 
| his Lordſhip, and that he will be ready to meet them.—This point there- 
fore is completely ſettled ; and G. S. has only one additional favour to 


requeſt of Lord Macattney, which TER that in oy mani this i con- 
; elufion may remain inviolabiy ſecret. 55 


7 courſe of proceeding which. G. 8. "ha for a conſiderable time paſt 

{ettled in is own mind, as the moſt honourable and proper for him to pur- 
ſue in this matter was this, —That as his character and military conduct had 
been traduced and attacked in the ſevereſt terms by Lord Macartney, it be⸗ 
came a primary duty, on G. S. 's part, to addreſs a petition to his Majeſty, 
as the ſupreme judge of military merit, requeſting the appointment of a 
_ court of enquiry, or a court martial, for inveſtigating 1 in the ſtricteſt manner 
the whole of his (G. S.'s)- conduct, while in the command of the forces of 
his Majeſty and of the Eaſt India Company in India, in order that ſuch 
Judgment might be paſſed upon that conduct, as the circumſtances of it 


ſhovld appear to merit.— This G. 8. has uniformly conſidered as a duty 


which he owed to himſelf and to his friends, as well as what every man in a 
public ſituation, entruſted with the command of an army, at a very entical 
and intereſting period, owed to his king and country. | 


The frf obje& of his wiſhes has therefore been to obtain chat public. op- 
portunity of vindicating his honour and character, and of eſtabliſhing, upon 
the ruins of detraction and miſinformation, his claim to poſitive merit, in 
the conduct of the army intruſted to his command in India. This opportu- 
nity, he flatters himſelf, will be very ſpeedily obtained, eſpecially as thoſe 
cauſes of delay which might have been founded on the Aae on ſg 
ee, the principal accuſer, are now removed. . 
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80 ſoon as General Stüurt ſhall have performed this duty to > the poblie ; 
and to himſelf, —or in the event of his being refuſed the opportunity of that 


public method of vindicating his honour and character (an event which he 
. cannot permit himſelf to think poſſible), in either caſe, the mode ſuggeſted 
in the latter part of Lord Macartney's note, namely, “that of General 
. « Stuart's conveying his ſentiments by a gentleman employed for that Foe 


„ poſe,” will moſt certainly be adopted without loſs of rime. 


F. S. he friend whom General Stuart intends to be the bearer of the fu- 
ture meſſage to Lord Macartney above alluded to, happens to be now at 
Bath, otherwiſe even this preſent communication would have been conveyed : 
to his Lordſhip in that channel. 


[To the preceding note, no anſwer either verbal or in writing was received. 
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From Major General STUART to Lord MacakrNRV. 


Lower Groſvenor Street, May 27, 1786. Evening. 


1 HAVE . every poſſible effort ſince your arrival in England to ob- 


tain an examination of my military conduct while | in India, by the moſt 
competent judges, and in the moſt public manner, in order that the falſe 


repreſentations of it, which had originated with your Lordſhip, might be 


detected and expoſed to public e F have met with very Wü 


"© original intention was, that ſuch public enquiry ſhould precede. every 
perſonal or private conſideration of my own; but having remained ſo long in 
a ſtate of uncertainty, and without any notification of an intention to grant 
the trial or enquiry ſo earneſtly and repeatedly ſolicited on my part, I cannot, 
under theſe circumſtances, think of delaying any longer the duty I owe to 


myſelf. 1 55 


1 therefore now demand that ſatisfaction, which as a Gentlethan I have a 


right to inſiſt upon, in conſequence of complicated injuries ſuſtained, pro- 
ceeding either directly from you, or occaſioned by the various miſrepre- 


ſentations and falſehoods on your part, reſpecting me and my conduct 


Falſehoods the more unjuſtifiable, becauſe in many inſtances they were con- 


trary to evidence conſiſtent with your own knowledge at the time. 
It is needleſs for me to bring to your recollection all the inſtances which 


authorize me to expreſs myſelf in theſe terms. It may be ſufficient at pre- 


ſent 


ö 


ſent to ſelect one very able inſtance, the particulars of which I have ä 1 
thought proper to inſert in a State of Facts annexed to this letter. 


From thence it will appear, that the repreſentation you gave of me, = 
of my. conduct, in your. letter to the India Directors of goth Sept. 1783, 
wherein you took occaſion. alſo to add inſult to injury, has been in the moſt 
convincing manner, and by evidence upon oath, taken at the trial of Sir 


John Burgoyne, proved to be totally fal iſe, and that you. knew it to be ſo, 
at the time you wrote that letter, 


From the annexed State it appears likewiſe, that the 1 Fs you. had thus 
invented, and in which without the knowledge of Sir John Burgoyne you 
had made uſe of his name, as deriving your authority from him, has been 
poſitively contradicted by that reſpectable officer himſelf, notwithſtanding 5 
the compliments, which, in your letter to the Directors, you affected to pay 
to him at my expence, and which he has honourably diſdained to accept, 

knowing the injuſtice of the repreſentatiqn given of me in that letter, 


I have now only to repeat my demand for immediate ſatisfaction, and 
am, &. 


(Signed) | 15 Adr. STUART. 


P. 8. The Gentleman who has done me the honour: to be tlie bearer of 
4 letter knows my mind. He has full Powers to ſettle what remains LG | 
be done, with you. or with your friend. 


(Sighed)- | Js.» | 


[ Incloſure in the preceding Letter. ]* 
$ TATE. OF. FACTS 


| 2 aer of a Letter from Lord M acariney, Ge. to the Court 75 rn 
, dated 30 Sept. la | 


ce Fer General Stuart he (Sir John as came to the Preſident, Paragraph 117. 
« Þ He acknowledged he was deſired to feign compliance with the wiſhes of 
« Government, and to promiſe accepting the command; but he diſdained to follow 
« ſo reprobate a precedent; he declined the command; he. honeſtly gave 
te notice to the Committee, that Major General Stuart was about iſſuing 


cc orders, to. be diſtributed that very night to the King's troops, [oo he 
« ayowed himſelf ready to obey them.” 


"6 The 


Ty" 


Paragraph 118. t The egit ape or abkhority in A Jolies r che u "IR of 
| ce illegal deſigns, and in the preſent inſtance they could be no other.“ ek. 


Paragraph 149. © General Stuart had not Ginee his return from Cuddalore been in the | 
7 ee immediatè command of the army; Sir John Burgoyne had under him 

de that command. Major General Stuart could have at that time no orders 
= re to iſſue in the common courſe of carrying on the ſervice; it muſt have 
1 | et been orders with a view to extraordinaty purpoſes, fitted to the wild and 
| i | ; 50 deſperate nature of his pretenſions, and to the ſituation of his mind. 
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| | Paragraph 120. ce He had left the Fort, and had with him the confidential perſon Tom 
1 4 on particular occaſions he preferred to the Adjutant General, for diſtri- 
j | e buting his orders. The King's troops were little diſtant, and, pat 
f c General Burgoyne, were ready to obey him.“ | . 
HP „„ *\ -..., (Signet) MACARTNE Tr. 


ANT. SADLEIR. _ 
ALEX®. DAVIDSON, 
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In the Come Martial WES was > mid. at Made, in the months of 
14 June and July 1785, for the trial of Sir John Burgoyne, one of the wit= 
1 neſſes produced by the priſoner was Richard Johnſton, Eſq.“ who was called 
upon by Sir John Burgoyne expreſsly for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the 
| | converſations which had paſſed between Lord Macartney and Sir John, at 
Ly! the Meeting of the Select Committee alluded to in the ſaid Paragraph 117, 
and for diſproving the remarkable aſſertion contained i in the firſt 1 of that ; 
BE Paragraph. 


The Accor given by Mr. Johnſton upon oath in anſwer to Sir John 
Burgoyne's Queſtions was as follows: 


Queſtion by Sir John Burgoyne. uk 

Was you with me when I attended the Select committee in the afternoon 
of the 17th of September 17832 

Auſeoer. I was. e > Tim „„ 


Rueft. Did I tell you, I took you with me on purpoſe to be preſent at | 
any converſation that might paſs between me and the'Governor ? | 
Anf. You did; and on fome difficulty being made to my going into the 

room, you faid the fame thing, or words to that effect, to the Governor. 5 


* The Gentleman hare mentioned is ſow to Liewenant General Johnſton, Colonel af's the 
Second Dragoons, 


Ss | {6 Rueſt, 
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Oo "FR minutely attend to what pate been * ordf 
| Governor and myſelf? B 
n r Eres” Toy 
Queſt. Did you hear me during the Menge Mtb Committee Koni. | 
or with Lord Macartney, tell his Lordſhip, or any of the members, Thar 
General Stuart had defired me to feign compliance with accepting the command? 


An. 7 never beard. you. make we of n of that n 70 any. e er 
ever. 


oP, % * 5 „ 
: 7 * 


Same tay, 4th July 1 78 5, Ae Davidſon, Ech. preſent Proj deny | 


and Governor at Madras, W 2 8 855 85 


Qufion by Sir debe e 


Did you. ever bear me tell Lord l that ena} Start had Abbe | 
me to feign compliance with accepting the command, but Vat i earned duck; . 
an — | 

Anſ. I do not recollect. 5 k 


Queſt. Did Lord Macartney ever r zell you 4 * 
Anſ. ] do not recollect. 


Queſt. Have you not figned a. letter to ke Court of Did in which i 
you ſay, the Right Hon. Preſident had informed Jon I did re Wes 
Anſ. I do not recollect. 5 i 


Nut. Did you ſign the letter to the court of Directors of the zoth Sep- 
tember 1783. 
ay. 1 "eg: to refer you to the records now before the Court. | 1 


* 


9 addition to he evidence which ariſes from the reſult. of- theſe examina» 
tons of Mr. Johnſton and Mr. Davidſon, it muſt be ſufficiently clear from 
the queſtions. put by Sir John Burgoyne, and from his being the perſon. 
who called upon theſe witneſſes, that he (Sir John:Burgoyne): was convinced: 

of the falſehood of the intelligence which, in the letter of the 3oth: Septem-- 
ber 1783, had been. ſent to the Eaſt India Directors, in thatfeſſential part of: 
it, which had repreſented. General. Stuart as deſiring him (Sir John Bur- 
goyne) to feign compliance with the wiſhes of government, &c. And it 
muſt be evident, that Sir John Burgoyne, by theſe examinations of Mr. 
Johnſton and Mr. Davidſon, meant to detect the falſchood of that intelli- 
gence, notwithſtanding the mixture of compliment which it cement to 
him perſonally, at the expence of. General Stuart. 


| B «AY 


9 0 


But if any doubt could poſſibly remain as to Sir John Burgoyne's poſitive 
contradiction of the intelligence which Lord Macartney pretended to have 
received from him, there is a Letter of Sir John Burgoyne's hand-writing, 
ſigned by him on the 18th June 178 5, and addreſſed by him to a Perſon at 
Madras; which Letter is now in General Stuart” 8 en and contains che 
following paragraph: i ee 


« T have to aſſure you, that I never told } Lord Macartney General Stuart had 
« deſired me to feign {nag with the wiſhes of eas; and 70 Promiſe Mm 
« accepting the comman e 
e Mr. Johnſton, whe: was with me b can kad you of all that 
ce paſt, —No other converſation ever took place on the 18 75 with Ge- 
r neral Stuart and me, but what J have communicated to you,” 


In conſequence of the reference thus made to Mr. Johnſton in Sir John 
Burgoyne's Letter, the Perſon to whom it was addreſſed wrote that ſame day, 
\ 18th June 1785, to Mr. Johnſton, requeſting that he would let him know, 
e if he heard Sir John Burgoyne inform Lord Macartney, or any other 
ee member of government, or any one elſe, then, or fince that period, That 
« he, Sir John, was deſired by General Stuart to feign compliance with the 
« wiſhes of government, and to promiſe accepting the command,” &c. 


To which enquiries Mr. Johnſton gave the following Anſwer, by his 
'Letter of 18th June 1785, now in General Stuart's n Wh 


50> 8 1 R, : | 
c I have received your Werte of this date, and have only to "OR * Sir 5 
« John Burgoyne did carry me with him on the oth of September, pur- 
4 poſely to be preſent at ſuch converſation as might paſs between him 
cc and government; that he deſired me to be particularly attentive, which 
« | was, and well recolle& every circumſtance. —He did not inform Lord 
« Macartney, or any other member of government, that General Stuart bad de- 
_ « fired him to feign a compliance with the wiſhes of government, and to prom iſe 
ce accepting the command. Nor did he ever, during the time I lived in his 
« family, ever, make uſe of words to that effect: and I do declare, the 


cc communes of this idea given me by you, is the firſt I ever heard of 
48 it. 1 have the honour to be, 


« SI R. 


% Your obedient humble Servant, 


4 e e . * RICHD, JOHNSTON.” 5 


* 
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An Aden to 5 40 the i abe chere are two suit by Captain 
Cloſe and Captain Smart, both Aids- de- camp to General Stuart, who, 
upon the 13th of October 1785, appeared before the Mayor of Madras, and 
there declared upon oath, That they were preſent at the bole of the con- 
e verſation that paſſed between Major General, Stuart and Major General Sir 
John Burgoyne, on. the 17th of September 1783 ; and that they never heard 
<< the ſaid Major General Stuart, dire#ly or indirefly, defire or ſuggeſt. to the 
te ſaid Major General Sir Johm Burgoyne to feign compliance with the wiſhes of 
4 Government, and to promiſe accepting the command; nor did they hear any 
Le words mentioned between them the ſaid Major General James Stuart and 
<« Major General Sir ] one: Burgoyne-on any ſubject tending to that CONN 
<c r 


[Theſe mine are in General Stuart s ro on. ] 


In the ſaid paragraph 11 of che Letter from Lord Macartney, &c. to 
che India Directors, it is ſaid, © But he (Sir John Burgoyne) „ di/daine? 
< to follow ſo reprobate a precedent.“ This part of the paragraph is, from 
äͤntention, or accident, expreſt in ſuch a manner, that it may be underſtaod 
either to be a repetition of words uſed by Sir John Burgoyne in his conver- 
ſation with Lord Macartney, or to convey his Lordſhip's own commentary 
upon General Stuart's conduct. If the Firſt of theſe was intended, the 
falſehood of it is proved in the moſt convincing manner: if the ſecond, it 
was a moſt unjuſtifiable expedient made nſe-of by Lord Macartney ; firſt to 
aſſume for truth what he knew'to be falſe, and hex to take occaſion, from 
that invented tale, to make a commentary upon General Stuart by a para- 
graph, which, in a few words, conveyed as much inſulting and Nous 
-abuſe as * force of en was: __—_ of n 


With regard to the orders which General Stuart was to iſſue to the King's 
troops on the day on which he was arreſted, it is faid, *“ that they mu 
* have been orders with a view to extraordinary purpaſes, fitted to the wild 


ee and deſperate nature af his (General Stuart's) pretenſions, and to the 
e ſituation of his mind,” 


C It 


It is to be obſerved, that on the zoth of September, when Lord Macart- 


ney, &c. were thus endeavouring to fill the minds of the Directors with 


apprehenſions about the nature of deſperate orders, intended to have been iſſued 


by General Stuart, Lord Macartney himſelf muſt have known preciſely the 


nature of theſe orders ; for 1t appears from Sir John Burgoyne' s defence . 
upon his trial, that the very orders thus alluded to were ſent to Sir 
John Burgoyne by General Stuart on the evening of 17th Septem- 


ber, when he was arreſted; and that he (Sir John Burgoyne) next day 


iſſued theſe preciſe orders, as the orders of General Sore to the * 's 


troops. 


Orders thus publicly ilrued to his Mazelty 8 troops at Shares: copies 


whereof are in the orderly books of every company in the King's ſervice 


there, could not fail to be univerſally known at Madras, and Lord Macart- 


ney muſt have had a copy of them. Therefore inſtead of myſteriouſly rea- 


ſoning upon the nature of orders pretended to be unknown, it would have 
been more fair and candid to have ſtated the preciſe fact, and to have tranſ- 


mitted to the Directors a copy of theſe orders, that they might have been 
judged of from their contents, and not from Lord e s com 


mentary. 


-+*Phis ka of theſe orders was to e the troops in his Majeſty's 8 


ſerviee, that the Select Committee had that day thought fit to diſmiſs him 


(General Stuart) from the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company, but to declare, 
that he reckoned himſelf bound by the duty he owed to his Majeſty and to 
the troops, never to relinquiſh the command of his Majeſty's troops, to any 


authority inferior to that of his Majeſty, from whoſe authority he derived 


that command; and the; orders concluded with declaring that He hoped 


* 


<« and truſted that his example would be followed in every thing for for- 


« warding the public ſervice, at a criſis when unanimity in public exertion 


cc had become ſo eſſential to the national intereſt, "ay to the real ane of 
« the Honourable Eaſt India Company.“ 


When Sir John Burgoyne in the courſe of his 1 was * vpon his * 
fence, he inſiſted, that theſe orders of General Stuart's of the 17th September 
| ſhould be publicly read to the judges upon his Court Martial, who would 
then judge, whether he acted with propriety in telling the Right Honourable 


Preſident (Lord Macartney), that he would obey them; and Sir John Bur- 


their Paper effect 1 in the minds of the officers and ſoldiers, | 


2 | | | 5 The | 


goyne in his defence added, that he wiſhed General Stuart's orders to have 


Ta) 


The 1 of Sir John Burgoyne by the cet Martial, ſhews what was 
their ſenſe, of his cou upon this, * other * 


7 
: ; 
* 1 3 
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The paragraph 120 of the Let to 15 Direktors of 30 Seprembar 176 ww 
ſays, That General Stuart had left the Fort, and had with him the con- 
ce fidential Perſon whom, on particular occaſions, he preferred to the Ad- 
ce jutant General for diſtributing his orders, & c. This is ſtated as a cir- 
cumſtance for perſuading the Directors that Guneen Scuart was at © FRE time | | 
nnn ſome very extraordinary purpoſe. C. . 


The Adjutant General alluded to by Lord W is Ueersnbe cob : 
nel Malcolm, who was Adjutant General 10 the Company's troops only but 
the Perſon employed by General Stuart upon this and other occaſions, in his 
ſeparate orders to the King's troops, was Major (now Lieutenant Colonel) 
Grattan, the Adjutant General to his Majeſty's troops in the Eaſt Indies, 
who had been employed in that capacity by Sir Eyre Coote, and of courſe 

buy General Stuart.—The very orders iſſued by General Stuart on the 17th 
of September 1783, were ſigned by Major Grattan, deſcribing himſelf thus, 
e Adjutant General to his Majeſty's forces in India.“ Theſe particulars 
muſt have been known to Lord Macartney at che time n he er * 
Fan to the Directors on Joth September Tm e 3 a 5 


h Io. STUART: 


— IP wa cms wad. ew. 
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The preceding Letter of 27th May, with the State of Fas therein. 
referred to, were, on 'the 28th May, delivered by General Stuart's 
Friend to Lord Macartney, who immediately agreed to accept of General 
Stuart's Invitation, but flated his reaſons for propoſing a delay of eight 
or ten days, for ſettling his private affairs. —Theſe reaſons were reported 
to General Stuart, who acquigſced in them as very proper.—On this foot. 
ing matters remained till Wedneſday the 7th of June, when the following 
Notes from Lord M. acariney to Colonel Gordon, dated the 6th, and received 
by Colonel Gordon the M * of We Fune, were communicated to Gene- 
1 Stuart. 
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From Lord Macanrary to Colonel Gosen. hint | 0 


Lone Macanxrxzv has the . honour. of ſending _a Paper for Colonel Gor. 
don's peruſal. 


. he Gentleman who delivers i it will ſettle al other points. 


SS * , *. ES $ 
Charles Street, f One | a xo 
we 6th, 1 8 | | bo %%%ͤͤ;Öðĩ˙t[iↄ os 1 


1 under the ſame Cover, 7 
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NOTE for Colonel AnDRew. Gonnon, in comfoquence of the Lees 
y incloſing State of Facts, from Major General STUART, dated May 


27th, 1786, and delivered by Colonel GORDON to Lord Macaur- 
NE on che 28th FETs: 1786. 


Charles Street, B. 8. Jane 61, 1786; 


1 any 8 feeling kimſelf hurt by ſuch. a repreſentation as, in 4. 
| public capacity, I thought it my duty to make of him, requeſted in de- 
cent terms. an explanation of the fame from me, I ſhould be very much diſ- 
poſed to give it to him; but when Major General. Stuart thought fit, in: 
January laſt, the very day after my arrival in London from India, to ſend a. 
Letter with Incloſures to me, cenſuring in.unqualified,expreffions my pub- 
lic conduct in relation to him, and contradicting my aſſertions, J held it 
ſufficient to obſerve, that thoſe perſons to whom I was accountable for mz 
public conduct, if any ſuch there were, who- entertained a doubt of it, 
_ would ever find. me ready to explain it to their ſatisfactiom; but that I was 
long reſigned to the conſequences of having fulfilled the duties of my ſtation, 
and to be expoſed to the contradiction and oppolition, of thoſe individuals, 
of whoſe miſconduct I in- my official capacity had been obliged to take 
notice; concluding” by ſaying,. that if Major General Stuart had any drift 
not directly expreſſed (which it was ſufficiently. obvious he had), 1 deſired 
he might make it known through any Gentleman whom he might chuſe 
to appoint, as I ſhould take no notice of communications in any other 
manner from him. The General, by a ſecond Paper ſent to me in the 
ſame month of January; feemed perfectly ſatisfied with my concelving at 
once the object to which he aimed, and which being once decided upon, all 
farther diſcuſſion of the ſubject that led to it is out of time, and a renewal 
dk accuſation and abuſe loſes its edge, as not being able to provoke to- more 
than was already determined to be done; —on every account, therefore, 
Majar General Stuart has no * to expect that I ſhould take n notice of his 


late 


ny 


late thy a Cneloſure, otherwiſe than by ſeiiag with his fiend; as I 
have done, the ppint of ultimate ſatisfaction, which the General has in 
view.—I wiſh, aa that his Friend ſhould know, that I have no diffi- 
culty in repelling the accuſations contained in the Papers communicated to. 
him by Major General Stuart for I was-authoriſed-to declare, that Major 
General Sir John Burgoyne did acknowledpe, that be was deſired to feign com- 
ꝑliance with: the wiſhes. of government, and to promiſe accepting the command, but 
he diſdained to follow ſo reprobate a precedent; becauſe the fact certainly is, 
that Major General Sir John Burgoyne did relate ſuch deſire or advice to- 
me on the 17th September 1783; and as I knew. no-motive that could in- 
duce him to make ſuch aſſertion. without ground, I believed. him, and- 
therefore uſed the expreſſion of his having acknowledged ſuch adyice.. What. 
as the cauſe or motive of his ſubſequent denial. of this aſſertion, whether. 
he forgot. that he had made it. among others in-the courſe of a long and de- 
ſultory converſation, when his mind was conſiderably agitated; or whether, 
from the ſhame of having betrayed what was no doubt meant to be a very. 
private and confidential. requeſt, or advioe, he. choſe to-ſcreen himſelf under 
a denial of the ſame preciſe words, notwithſtanding a conſciouſneſs of. 
| having conveyed the ſame preciſe idea, I am not intereſted. to enquire ; or 
whether his brother-in-law, Mr. Richard Johnſton did really. hear every 
a word ſpoken by Sir John Burgayne in the different parts of. the Fort-houſe,. 
lomerimes.1 in my apartments, ſometimes in the Council-chamber, and ſome- 
times in the Veranda, or Gallery before the: Fort-houſe,. during the con- 
ferences, which. laſted altogether, in thoſe different places, during ſeyeral · 
hours, on the 17th September 1783, without all which, ſuch negative teſti- 
' many is deſerving of no attention: but it is a poſitive truth and fact, that I 
did hear Sir John Burgoyne make that declaration ; and I find that it is. 
 alſo.in the clear and perfect recollection of the only perſon now in England, 
Sir George Staunton, who was preſent at thoſe conferences, and who drew 
up an account of them at. the time. —By the extract from the Court-martial, 
contained in Major General Stuart's Paper, it does not appear, that Mr. 
| Davidſon had his recollection preſent when examined on that occaſion. He 
could not indeed hear the whole of what paſt. at. thoſe conferences with Ma- 
jor General. Sir John Burgoyne on the 17th September. 1783, as he was. 
there only during: a part of, them; for I did not ſummon, in the afternoon 
of that day, the Select Committee of the Council, of which he was a 
Member, until after I had ſome. conſiderable converſation with Sir J ohn- 
Zurgoyne. It is not probable that any one perſon heard the whole 
of what was ſaid during that day; but it is probable that Mr. Hudle- 
| ſon, then Secretary to the Select Committee, and who was preſent from 
he beginning, heard Major General Sir John Burgoyne mention the ad- 
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1 Y 
vice he had thus received; but, as I was refuſed. a fight of the ———— 
of the Court Martial When in India, notwithſtanding my ſolicitations for that 
purpoſe, it is not ſurpriſing that I ſhould: be ignorant whether that Gen- 
tleman's evidence was taken, or whether he was examined to this point. 
This fact is related in the Select Committee's Letter hiſtorically, and not as 


any ground on which our determinations reſted, or were to be juſtified, and 
therefore would have been an invention, neither n to occur, nor when 


to be made, nor neceſſary to our purpoſe, 1 


The fact of Major General Stuart's ilfuing des 4 to the en Fl 1 
was diſmiſſed from the Company's ſervice, as aſſerted by me to have been 


aſſerted by Major General Sir John Burgoyne, is indeed a fact much more 
eſſential in this buſineſs, and does not appear to have been denied. As to 
my reaſoning upon that fact, it muſt bear itſelf out, and it has done ſo. My 
fundamental and deciſive poſition was, that aſter Major General Stuart had 


been diſmiſſed from the Company” s ſervice, it was an illegal act in him to 
iſſue any orders to any troops in India, and that poſition is found, on the 


moſt deliberate and ſcrupulous examination here, to be unqueſtionably right. 


My Letter of the goth September 1783, accounted for the meaſure, among 
others, of ordering Major General Stuart to be arreſted in the afternoon of 


the 17th September 1783. The propriety of that meaſure was to depend 


on the facts I knew, or had a right to aſſume at that preciſe time. I knew 
that Major General Stuart had then no right to iflue any orders. I knew he 


was actually iſſuing orders, and if my reaſoning be juſt, as it is found to be, 


I had a right to affume that the purport of the orders was as illegal, as the | 


authority to iſſue them. No fact that could come only to my knowledge 


afterwards could have been brought by me in juſtification of that meaſure, 
and I am ſufficiently juſtified, if the facts then within my knowledge au- 
thorized the meaſure, even if others had come afterwards to light, which if 
then known, ought to have prevented it. My Letter therefore of the 30th 
September 1783 properly and clearly alluded to and reported my reaſoning 
on the afternoon of the 17th day of the ſame month, previous and leading 
to the determination of arreſting Major General Stuart. Nor did any fact 


come in that interval or ſince to light, capable of overturning or weakening 


the inferences I then drew, for I know no fact that has appeared to prove 
that the orders which Major General Stuart was preparing to iſſue to the 


troops, when he was at liberty, and without expecting to be arreſted before 


he could iſſue them, were the identical orders, which, after he had been 
arreſted, he thought in his new poſition proper to ſend to Major General 
Sir John Burgoyne to iſſue to the troops; and if, as is likely, for it could 


not be avoided without Inchollleweya thoſe orders took notice of the ne- 
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event chat took place with regard to him, thoſe orders muſt of courſe differ 
from thoſe which were preparing before ſuch event took place. Another 
event did happen after the arreſt, which has added great probability to the 


inferences which had been drawn by me before it. Major General Stuart. 


was allowed, upon being arreſted, to gather up the Papers, on which he 
was buſy at his table with Major John Grattan, his Secretary and Aid-de- 
Camp, and which Papers probably were, or were in part, thoſe orders ſo 


intended to be iſſued ; Major General Stuart took thoſe papers with him 


into his. Palankeen, which conveyed him from the place of his arreſt towards 
the Fort, and in his way thither he was obſerved to tear ſeveral Papers. 


It is not unwarrantable to conjecture that Major General Stuart would not, 
on ſo critical an occaſion, gather Papers about which he appeared to be 
anxious for the purpoſe of tearing them as uſeleſs, and therefore that he was 
anxious about them, and in a hurry to deſtroy them, as being Papers of an 
illegal purport, that would if ſeen confirm the ſuſpicion of his illegal deſigns. 


J was as Joſtifiable 1 in denying 1 the legality of Major John Grattan's ap- 
pointment in India by Sir Eyre Coote to be Adjutant General of the King's 
forces, as I have been in denying the legality of Major General Stuart's 
iſfuing orders to the troops after his diſmiſſion from the Company's ſervice. 
His Majeſty has, by the Secretary at War's Letter, declared, that the appoint- 
ment could only be made by the King himſelf; and conſequently Sir Eyre 
Coote had no authority to appoint Major Grattan, Major Grattan was not 
therefore i in September 1783 Adjutant General of the King's troops. Nor, 
as I did not then allow any ſuch pretenſion on his part, could J officially 
deſcribe him otherwiſe than as 1 juſtly deſcribed him, the confidential perſon - 
whom on particular occaſions he Major General Stuart preferred to the 
ry General Lieutenant Colonel MT for diſtributing his orders, 


eee 4 MACARTNEY. 


N Thurlday the 8th of June the meeting between Lord Macartney | 
and General Stuart took place, —The preceding pages are confined to 
the Correſpondence which paſſed previous to that date. 


By this means Lord Macartney's Note to Colonel Gordon of dub 6th 
of June, the laſt Paper in this collection, is permitted at preſent to have 
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Lion, may 12 N to. ES” any. 3 to the contents a that. 1 
Paper: it was intended by Lord Macartney as an Anſwer, to ſome 
ſpecific, Charges. brought forward againſt his Lordſhip. in General 
Stuart's State of Facts of the 27th. May, which Charges were ſelected 12 
as ſome. out of various inſtances of injuries ſuſtained by General Stuart 
from Lord Macartney' 8 hoſtile and unjuſt conduct towards" him. 


Theſe Charges, fo ſpecified i in the State of Facts, conſiſted of Thiee 
Articles; ; the firſt of which relates to what paſſed between Lord 
Macartney and Sir John Burgoyne in the Committee Room at Madras 
on the 17th September 1783.—On that ſubje& General Stuart charged 
Lord Macartney with a wilful miſrepreſentation of the fact; 1 
vated by an injurious and malevolent commentary of his own, founded 5 
upon that miſrepreſentation. | 


It appears from Lord Macartney 8 . to „end Bonde, chat his 
Lordſhip has now recourſe to the aid of the clear and perfect recollefion 
of his late private Secretary Mr. George Staunton, now Sir George 
Leonard Staunton, of the kingdom of Ireland, Baronet, in order to 
ſupport his own aſſertion, and the various looſe conjectures 
which have been formed to juſtify the transferring the blame from 
himſelf to the late Sir John Burgoyne, whom he has now thought "I 
proper to load with imputations of the moſt degrading nature, con- 
trary to the evidence ariſing from the ſtrong and accumulated proofs 
mentioned in the State of Facts, which clearly ſubſtantiate the * _ 
| made againſt Lord Macartney on this Article. - 


It further appears from the Note to Colonel Gordon; that Lad Mac- | 
artney has there altogether avoided any juſtification of the inſulting 
and injurious commentary made by him in paragraph 447 of his Letter 
to the Directors, of 3oth September 1783, and to which his attention 
had been ſo particularly called by General Stuart in the State of Facts — 
"The expreſſions in that commentary were, in themſelves, unjuſtifiable ; 
and though, from the artful method of arranging the whole of the para- 
graph 117 in the Letter to the Directors, and from the mode adopted in 
Lord Macartney's Note to Colonel Gordon, of extracting part only of. 
hat paragraph, there ſeems to have pore a with that the commentary 
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> cesſcienſneſe on Lord Macartney's part; of the impeiſivility of 


— | 


unsere, ane after the death of that officer. 


The Second Article related to the nds. to the King' 7 penn 


prepared by General Stuart on the 19th September. Upon this 
Article Land Magartney has thought fit to expreſs his diſbelief of 
what Generab Stuart has moſt ſolemaly and pefitively aſſerted, which 
diſbelief is ſupported merely by eonjectures, gueſſes, and patehed- up 


circumſtances, with a view to convey an impreſſion, that the orders. 


prepared by General Stuart on the 17th f , before his Arreft,. 
were not the ſame with. thoſe which aharmicds were hed or the 19th; 
hut, on the contrary, that the original orders muſt have been not only 


af a very different, but of a very dangerous tendency ;. to ſtrengthen 


King's troops took notice. of his A., 


xk this laſt-1 mentioned fag were true, I would no danke prove. char 
the orders ala before. the arreſt had been varied after that evem ; 
but the fact. is direQly otherwiſe, for there is no wa of * 
from the beginning to the end of Gent 


| Macartney, on, the moſt vague and trifling, circumſtances, has fc 
againſt the identity of the-ordexs, General 
and here, repeats his own, poſitive and moſt ul 


— on. the marning of the 181 tember, 
War- Office, dated in the. ſ ame month 3 NY 5 


night of the 17th September, Adjutant General Grattan brougl 
me an order from General tuarr (No. 60. wrote: befiree his 
„„ #06009 em me, _ op . zd 


” * 
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rgoyne ; yet u mu be eie 6 
every penſqh Who reads the whole with attention, that there hay bert 


ich conjeftures Lord Macartney bas ventured to inſinuate, without = 
euprefily affoming it, chat eee . 288 


In, anſwer 1 to the: whole. of the os which Lord ; 


 theſt orders; las expreſſed Bimſelf it in the following worde co la Ns 
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Gegen Stuart might alſo ed to the teſlimony of Major Giactadd, 
the Adjutant General, who muſt” neceſſarily have known if there had 
been any change of the orders ; but fortunately he has it now in his 
power further to appeal to deciſive written evidence at tlie India Houſe 


as well as at the War-Office, which ne this matter CR the; _ 
of cavil. 


With regard to Kind Mamas 8 aſſertion, That Geteral Sthatt bad 
no right to iſſue any orders at that time; his Lordſhip! is pleaſed to take 
for granted the very thing which then was, and ſtill is in diſpute. 
Lowe. 3 uw JO that while General Stuart admitted. he | 


1 


from their ſervice, be at the "IN? time end haiotained; and aul 1 
does maintain, that he had a right to give orders to the King's: troops, 
becauſe he neither was, nor ever could be diſmiſſed from the command 
of the King's troops by Lord Macartney, or by any authority inferior 
to that of the King himſelf; and this was the opinion not only of 
General Stuart, but of the King's: other officers in India, which has 
been aſcertained by a variety of evidence produced to the court martiak 

upon Sir John. Burgoyne's trial at Madras; and particularly it was 
| known to Lord Macartney and the Select Committee to be the decided 
opinion of Sir John Burgoyne, the officer next to General Stuart in | 
the command of the King's troops, and whoſe intereſt, therefore, it 8 
| why upon that occaſion, to have maintained a contrary doctrine. 2 


It is therefore not fair repreſentation to ſuppoſe that the orders to 
be iſſued by General Stuart muſt have been of courſe illegal, and cal- 
culated for deſperate purpoſes, when they were iſſued under ſuch 
authority as General Stuart has, from the firſt moment to the pre- 
ſent time, uniformly maintained to be perfectly legal; and to this 
hour that queſtion of the legality, and of General Stuart's right to 
continue in the command of the King's s troops until his Majeſty's ; 


pleaſure ſhould" be known, has never been decided by Wy. r 
9 mpetent finally to ſettle this matter. 


But even admitting that the queſtion were now v to by Jackie contrary 
| tothe opinion which, has hitherto been entertained hy General Stuart and 
The King' s officers in India, ſuch ſubliquent Judgraent. would not amount 
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to a probf, nor countenance a rational ſuſpicion chat orders, which had 
been iſſued in conſequence of a real, though an erroneous, opinion 

of the powers to iſſue them, muſt! on that account, have been formed 
for deſperate and extraordinary purpoſes. The very reverſe, of that pro- 


poſition is more accurately . if any inference is to be drawn from 
ſuch premiſes. | | 


3 41 


If General Stuart's zeug, in conſequence 45 his opinion, 1 
| different from that of Lord Macartney, is to be held as proof of illegal 
| deſigns on his part; by the ſame rule G. S. might impute illegal deſigns 


to Lord M. becauſe, in a queſtion relating to the King's troops, he 


(Lord M.) acted in conſequence of his opinion, in oppoſition to that 
2 of General Stuart, and of all the officers of the King army 


The mode of reaſoning adopted by Lord Macartney i is ſomewhat in- 


gular, General Stuart having denied the power of the Select Committee 
to take from him the command of the King's troops, of which he was 
actually in . poſſeſſion, with all its conſequent. powers, this retaining 
of the authority, with which he was then inveſted, his Lordſhip chuſes 
to deſcribe as an legal aſſumption of authority; and, taking this for 
granted, his argument aud een of General Sruart 8 e 
runs thus: . | ; | a , 
The illegal afremptien of PE Re in + hielt f jultiles che 2 if 
* legal deſigns, and in the preſent inſtance they could be no ather.” - 


1 6h? Major General Stuart could have at that time no orders to iffue 


e in the common courſe of carrying on the ſervice, it muff have been or- 


fert with a view to extraordinary purpoſes, fitted to the wild gue ae 
Herate nature of his Pretenſions, and to the ſituation of bis mind. our 


Paragraph 1 18, 


Paragraph 119. 


- Theſe paragraphs in Lord Macartney's s Letter to the Directors, end : 


they might produce ſome criticiſms upon the inſufficiency of his Lord- 


ſhip's reaſoning, would have been comparatively innocent and juſti- 


fiable, if, at the time when he was thus arguing upon the nature ol 
theſe orders, he could have truly declared that he was totally i ignorant 
of the orders which had actually been iſſued; but the fact is, and 


Lord Macartney has not ventured to deny it, that on the Zoth Septem- 5 


n 1 1783, hy od 155 mann Letter to the Directors. calcalared for 
| D "the 


7 _—_ was written, he 3 — pts”, 1 nature 2 855 the ode, 

ich General Stuart had prepared for, and iſſued to the King's ops. 
In common fairneſs, therefore, one might have. had reaſon to"expeA 
| that he would have for warded to the Director | 
orders to ſpeak for themſelves, inſtead of exerting his ingenui 
their minds with apprehenſions about the nature of e pretended 
to be at thar time unknown. 


If Lord Macartney. bad. ſent Bde. abel copy 0 the or ned, 
and if he had accompanied it with a paragraph intimating, his-diſbthe 4 
of theſe being the identicat orders which General Stuart before bis 
Arreſt had intended to iſſue, and given his reaſons for that diſbelief, 
ſuch conduct would have been fair, honourable and unexceptionable ; 4 
but: willen it appears that Eord Mäcartney, with a perfect” En nowledge © 
off the orders which” General Stuart Had ified” to the King's troops? 
withheld" that knowledge from the Direckors, this conduct muſt autho- 
rife a ſuſpicion at leaſt} that"the dilBelief wich His Lordthip, bas now 
thought proper to expreſs. about” the identity of the orders, did not 
occur to him at the time of His writing to the Directors on tlie goth 
of September 1783, and that the only reaſon" for his withboldicg, front 
the Directors the orders which had been iſſued was, that their con- 
tents, inſtead of confirming, would haue ſerved" to diſperſe thoſe 
alarming: apprehenſions, which it ſuited Lord M's purpoſt to“ raiſe 
concerning; General Stuart's intentions: it vas therefore perfectlyncen- 
lian, neee e for his Lordſhip to: aſſume thie ap- 
pęarance of complete. ignorance of. the ral orders, that he. might be\ at 
1 e e ee eee. to corwinoe the Directors of the- 
deſperate and Scorer, nature of any. orders that could have been 


an. fr inning, en . to. the Kings. roam dae _- 
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that wherever Major Grattan's name was mentioned, he «MY be con- 


ſidered as the laſt perſon likely to be employed for the execution of 
any improper deſigns; and his Majeſty, by confirming the original 
appointment of Adjutant General to the King's forces in India, to 
Major (now Lieutenant Colorfef) - Gratfet has evinced the juſt ſenſe 


entertained, both as to  thes they: of” dat pe ane the merits 
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either to himſelf or to the memory of Sir John Burgoyne, created from 
the fallacious aſſertions and arguments inſerted in Lord Macartney' 8 


the gommentaries and conjectures to which Lord Macartney has 


and actually iſſued to the King's troops on the 18th September, 178 3.— 


orders to the King's troops through the Adjutant General, and aſſo- 


culated for carrying into execution deſperate and illegal deſigns. 


: Ge Jaw. STUART. | 
i SONER Street, 
21ſt June, 1786, 
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1 meeting Een Lord Mente 400 bs, abſtains at "RN 
from entering into a further refutation of the facts and conjectures „ 


ſorted to by Lord Macartney for his W in all or * of — N i 
N above- mentioned. 5 


f But he thinks it a duty enn on i him to . that if con- o 
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Note of 6th June to Colonel Gordon, he ſhall certainly take an early op- 
rtunity of detecting, by further convincing and unequivocal Proofs,, 

Fug, The fallacy and injuſtice of what has been imputed by Lord Macart-: 

| ney to Sir John Burgoyne,—Secondly, The abſurdity and injuſtice of. 
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reſorted, relative to the orders prepared before the Arreſt on the 1 Ith, 


And, Thirdly, The futility of the excuſe made by Lord M acartney, for 
avoiding the mention of Major Grattan's name, in order to convey an 
Impreſſion, falſe in fact, that General Stuart, having ſome deſperate | 
| purpoſe in view, had avoided the regular channel of conveying his 


ciated himſelf, on that occaſion, with ſome perſon of a deſcription 10 1 
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